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ed, and in hardness it resembles bone rather than muscle. He has been up¬ 
wards of a year unable to close the right eye. He was directed to wear a 
wooden wedge between the teeth so as gradually to open the mouth, and 
thus gain upon the contracted muscle. No medical treatment was adopted, 
and in^the course of a week or ten days the mouth could be opened upwards 
of an inch; the masseter muscle had become relaxed and soft, and he was so 
much relieved that at his own particular wish he went out, November 10th, in 
order that he might labour for his family; he was, however, directed to con¬ 
tinue the use of the wooden wedge for some time. He was able to take com¬ 
mon diet, which had materially improved his strength, having previously lived 
a long time upon spoon-meat, from his inability to open the mouth: he could 
also close the eye, which he had not done before for upwards of a year. 

November 2d, 1829. Miss H. a young lady, residing about twenty miles from 
Leeds, had the misfortune, nine weeks ago, to fall and sprain her wrist, for the 
relief of which leeches and the usual applications were had recourse to, under 
the direction of a very respectable practitioner; in a few days she was better 
of the sprain, but the ring and little finger were permanently contracted, and 
«hc had lost the power of extending them: to relieve this affection various means 
were had recourse to without effect: she then came to Leeds to place herself 
under my care. Finding she had considerable pain upon pressure, in the 
course of the ulnar nerve, I thought it adviseable previous to extending the 
fingers, to apply a small blister, (three inches long and one broad,) above 
the wrist, and in the direction of the nerve. The day following, the fingers 
were gently extended; dressings applied to the blister, a compress of lint, and 
a splint reaching from the extremity of the fingers a little beyond the wrist, 
was firmly secured by a bandage to keep them extended. 

Next day they were removed, the contraction of the flexors had ceased, she 
had the perfect use of her hand, and has suffered no relapse up to the present 
time, (June, 1830.)— North of England Med. and Surg. Journal, for Nov. 1830. 

40. Lithotrity in Asia. —Dr. Civialf. communicated to the Academy of 
Sciences of Paris, a letter addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, by the 
French Agent in Ilagdad, announcing the performance in the latter city of 
the operation of lithotrity on twelve persons, by a Cerman surgeon named 
Martin, and all of whom were perfectly cured, except a child who was ob¬ 
liged to be cut in consequence of the great size of the stone.— Gaz. Midicalc, 
Feb. 12///, 1831. 

41. On the Cure of Strangulated Hernia by the Taxis. —In a communication in 
the Glasgow Medical Journal , for November, 1830, George M‘Lr.on recommends 
for the cure of strangulated hernia, a longer perseverance in the taxis, and 
that greater force should be employed than has hitherto been thought safe by 
surgeons. In 1803, he states that he was requested to visit a shoemaker, 
who was labouring under strangulated inguinal hernia. The tumour occu¬ 
pied the scrotum to its very fundus, and had been irreducible for several hours. 
Mr. M‘L. determined on giving the taxis a very full trial, actuated in this, 
partly from having witnessed the most insignificant fingering called by that 
name, and partly from analogical reasoning. Cold applications were used 
for a short time, after which he proceeded to compress the tumour with both 
hands, and continued to do so, keeping up a steady pressure, with little or no 
remission, for nearly half an hour; at length a gurgling noise was perceived 
under the hands, and the protruded parts slipped into the abdomen. His pa¬ 
tient suffered no inconvenience afterwards, and was next day at his work. 

“This case,’’says Mr. M*L. “made on me a Listing impression. The force used 
was very great, as well as the length of time during which it was applied. The 
sufferings of the patient while under the operation were inconsiderable, and im¬ 
mediately after it they were all gone. Following up this most important fact, I 
have ever since pursued a similar mode of treatment, and my success has been 
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